
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE   Fugue in A Minor (BWV 543) Bach  

* HYMN 155 Rejoice, the Lord Is King  Darwall’s 148th   

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 106): 

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good 

People: God's steadfast love endures forever 

Leader: Though we and our ancestors have sinned, forgetting God's 
 wonderful works 

People: God saved them to make known God's mighty power and 
 steadfast love 

Leader: Save us that we may give thanks to the Lord! 

People: Blessed be the name of the Lord, from everlasting to 
 everlasting! 

INTROIT     Robert Hebble 

Now enter in, into his sanctuary, into his church with praise. We sing with joyful song. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MINUTE FOR CONNECTING             Bruce Forshee 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, even though you invite us to taste and see your 
goodness, over and over we reject you.  We make light of your 
invitations, obsessing over being busy.  We often ignore the poor.  
We are quick to embrace what is false.  We exclude people from the 
table.  Forgive us and inspire us to embrace the dreams you have for 
us.  Empower us to live in your way.  We pray this in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Savior. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
 the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 



 

 

 sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
 he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
 Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISM OF KRE-SHEA OYANNA LINDSAY 

PRAYER 

 Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
 ... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory forever. 

 People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
 renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, and to 
 serve you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 171 The King of Love My Shepherd Is  St. Columba 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 



  

 

FIRST LESSON Exodus 32:1-14 

ANTHEM Ain’t A That Good News arr. Dawson 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 22:1-14 

SERMON “Dressed Up”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY To Thy Heavenly Banquet Lvov 

 To thy heavenly banquet, O Lord of Hosts, return me this day. O may I never forsake 
 Thee, nor like Judas betray Thee with a kiss. But with the thief may I say, “Remember 
 be unto thy kingdom.”  Alleluia. 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 276  Great Is Thy Faithfulness Faithfulness 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Prelude in A Minor (BWV 543) Bach 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) was the greatest organist of the Baroque era. 
He wrote challenging organ works both for himself to show off and for his students. 
Written while he was court organist in Weimar in the 1710s, the 6/8 tempo of the 
fugue is particularly dancelike.  William Levi Dawson (1899 –1990) was an  
African-American composer, choir director and professor. His arrangements of 
traditional African-American spirituals are widely published in the United States and 
are regularly performed by school, college and community choral programs.  Alexi 
Fyodorovich Lvov (1799-1870) was born into a musical Russian family and in  
1837 succeeded his father as Maestro of the Imperial Chapel. Lvov is credited with 
composing the Russian Imperial Anthem and with reforming and codifying Russian 
liturgical chant practice. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Exodus 32:1-14 (NRSV) 
 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from 
the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, 
“Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the 
man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what 
has become of him.” 2Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that 
are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring 
them to me.” 3So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, 
and brought them to Aaron. 4He took the gold from them, formed it in 
a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, 
O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5When Aaron 
saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and 
said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the LORD.” 6They rose early the 
next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-
being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 
 

 7The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, 
whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 
8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded 
them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have 
worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, 
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!< 9The LORD said to 
Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now  
let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may 



  

 

consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 11But Moses 
implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath 
burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of 
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the 
Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to  
kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the 
earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not 
bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 
your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, 
‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they  
shall inherit it forever.’“ 14And the LORD changed his mind about the 
disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 
Matthew 22:1-14 (NRSV) 
 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding 
banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who had been 
invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he 
sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I 
have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 
5But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to 
his business, 6while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and 
killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those 
murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The 
wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore into 
the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 
10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they 
found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there 
who was not wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, 
how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was 
speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand  
and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but few are 
chosen.” 

*     *     *     *     * 


